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CLEAN Legislation Summary Template

Summary

The CLEAN Legislation Summary Template provides an example structure for a clean energy advocate to quickly craft a 1-2 page summary document for CLEAN Program legislation.  The customized summary is meant to be presented to elected officials and potential partners in order to have them consider the full legislative proposal.

Title

Clean Local Energy Accessible Now [State] Act of [Year] 


Opening Statement
[Urgent need for clean local energy]
[Pick top driver for state:  jobs, economy, energy costs, environment, GHG, resilience]

Sample: The resounding defeat of Prop 23 showed that Californians want clean energy jobs now.  Recognizing that clean local energy projects have the best potential to create quality jobs in California immediately, Governor Brown has called for 12 GW of new renewable energy generation to be developed in our communities by 2020.   

Short Policy History / Objectives Statement

[Policies have not supported clean local energy to date even though policymakers should know that clean local energy is important for achieving the state’s energy objectives/mandates]

Sample: The CPUC and the CEC recognize that policy support for Wholesale Distributed Generation (WDG: projects that are interconnected to the distribution grid, serving local load) is essential for reaching California’s long-term clean energy goals in a way that saves money for ratepayers and maximizes economic benefits for the state.
Declaration of the Act’s Purpose

The Clean Local Energy Accessible Now [State] Act of [Year] (Acronym: CLEAN-State Abbreviation) is designed to [suggested options]:
· spur the growth of a vibrant WDG market segment
· launch the state into becoming a clean energy leader
· diversify the state’s energy portfolio

· increase reliability and resilience of the electricity system

Key Features
· Creates a “CLEAN Program” for X MW of new WDG projects that are [W] MW-and-smaller.

· Program offered by [covered utilities] and open to [all RPS eligible technologies, specified technologies]

· Program open to any type of project owner: corporation, small business, real estate owner, community groups, etc.   

· Directs [Commission] to design “CLEAN Contracts” – standard, must-take contracts for utilities to purchase clean energy from independent producers at fixed prices for [y] years. 

· Directs [Commission] to set CLEAN Contracts pricing based on [full value, avoided cost, energy markets, cost of development] of renewable energy and [automatically adjust based on market response, automatically decrease every x months, review every y years]
· Requires projects to be operational within X months from [interconnection approval, Contract Execution]
· Targets new renewable energy [close to load for maximum efficiency, in designated disadvantaged communities, in specified areas]
· Avoids [agricultural land, pristine environments, other specified areas]

· Requires utility transparency about the grid and streamlining of grid access for new clean local energy projects
· Specifies that utilities publish online detailed grid information for optimal siting of projects in terms of low cost and quick time.

· Specifies that utilities report details online on all interconnection processes to ensure that grid access does not become the bottleneck to clean energy deployment
· Grid Access and Interconnection Information will be published online within [x] months of passage 

· The [Commission] is required to enforce an expedited interconnection process for all approved projects
· The [Commission] will conduct [annual] program reviews and report to the legislature
· The [Commission] shall monitor rates and rate impacts and is authorized to adjust tariff rates and halt new contracts in case of significant rate disruption
Major Benefits

· [Clean economy transition] Sample: Accelerate our transition to a clean energy economy.  Projects can be built without waiting for new transmission lines or major environmental reviews. 

· [Attracting the supply chain] Sample: Boost the volume of in-state clean energy projects to a scale where it makes financial sense for manufacturers and assemblers to set up facilities in the state.
· [Diversifies state’s energy portfolio] Sample: “Ensure electric utilities will include renewable energy resources as an integral part of their energy resource plans.”  Source: Arkansas HB 1390 Sec. 23-18-1002(b)(1)
· [Promoting localized generation] Sample: Encourage the generation of renewable energy in a manner that optimizes delivery to load centers.  Source: CA SB 32 Sec. 1(f)
· [Fostering Investment in [State]] Sample: “Foster investment in emerging renewable energy technologies using the renewable energy resources available in [state].”  Source: Arkansas HB 1390 Sec. 23-18-1002(a)(2)
· [Economic Benefits] Sample: Provide tremendous economic benefits. A UC Berkeley study found that a CLEAN Program will create three times more jobs than the current plan for meeting California’s renewable energy goals.  It would also increase direct state tax revenues by more than $2 billion, and stimulate up to $50 billion in additional private investment.

· [Market Access / Attracting Equity] Sample: Provide property owners, businesses, and/or individuals the opportunity to participate in renewable energy via a simple and transparent process, thereby unleashing a massive source of equity for financing the transition to a renewable energy future.
· [Ratepayer benefits] Sample: Save money for ratepayers by avoiding the costs of new transmission lines, Transmission Access Charges, and line and congestion losses.
· [Public interest value] Sample: Support the public interest in economic growth, environmental improvement, and protection of citizens in that CLEAN Programs provide an optimum combination of energy resources, including energy savings.  Source: Minnesota HF 729 Sec. 3, Subd. 1.
· [Hedge against fossil fuel costs] Sample: Defend against rising fossil fuel costs by locking in reasonable, long-term energy rates.  The CLEAN Program will help renewable energy gain economies-of-scale in local markets, driving down costs in terms of equipment, installation, and financing.

· [Improved grid stability] Sample: Improve distribution system resilience and reliability while reducing distribution system costs.  Source: Rhode Island HB 6107 Sec. 39-26.2-2
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